
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Five: Paul’s Imprisonment and Journey to Rome 
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Acts 22:6-16; 24:22-25; 26:24-29; 27:21-26; 28:1-6; 28:17-24
A
t the close of Paul’s third preaching trip he returned to Jerusalem. In connection with a vow of purification he entered the temple to offer sacrifice. When some of the Jews there saw him they stirred up the crowd against him. Paul told the crowd about his conversion (Acts 22:6-16), but it angered them even more. A Roman commander had seized Paul and was about to scourge him until he learned that Paul was a Roman citizen (22:22-29).     

Paul was brought before the Jewish council and questioned. He told them that it was his hope in the resurrection which led him to be arrested. This caused a dissention within the council because not all believed in the resurrection. The Roman commander took Paul out of the council for fear of his life. Word reached Paul and the commander of a plot that was underway to kill Paul. The commander took him under protection by night to Caesarea. The Jews sent an orator named Tertullus to argue their case against Paul to Felix, the governor. Felix delayed making a decision, but called Paul before him frequently (24:22-25). Paul would be held there two years before action would be taken when Festus succeeded Felix. Festus would have sent Paul to Jerusalem for judgment, but Paul appealed to judgment before Caesar as a Roman citizen (25:7-12). Before he was taken to Rome he was given an opportunity to explain his case before King Agrippa, and Bernice. Again, Paul recounted his conversion and even tried to persuade Agrippa to become a Christian (26:24-29).

Paul was taken by ship to make the journey to Rome. They sailed by way of Cyprus, and passed south of Crete. Paul warned the centurion that they should winter on Crete, but they tried to go on. After many difficult days fighting dangerous seas they shipwrecked on the island of Malta.  In the midst of it all, without food, or dry land, God revealed to Paul, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you” (27:24). God saved two hundred and seventy-six people from the ship (27:37).

Not only did God save Paul from shipwreck, but He also saved him in other ways. While on Malta Paul was collecting firewood and  a viper latched on to his hand. They expected Paul to die but God saved him (28:1-6). Paul also healed the father of a man who cared for them in Malta (28:7-10). After three months they were able to make it to Italy on a ship and then travel to Rome. Paul was allowed to live in a rented house while he awaited an audience with the emperor. While waiting some of the Jews who had heard about Paul came to question him. Paul explained to them what had happened to him to lead him to believe in Jesus and,  “explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening” (28:23).  Not all believed Paul.  Many still rejected Jesus. But during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome many, including some from the emperor’s household believed (Phil. 4:22). In the providence of God, what an amazing way that Paul was allowed to spread the gospel even in Rome!
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	Tuesday
	Wednesday
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	45
	Romans 1-2
	Romans 3-4
	Romans 5-6
	Romans 7-8
	Romans 9-10
	Romans 11-12
	Romans 13-14


Study Questions
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1.  Some falsely teach that Paul was saved when he was blinded. In Paul’s account of his teaching from Ananias what does he relate that shows he was not yet saved when Ananias taught him (22:16)?

2.  When did Felix say he would call for Paul (24:25)?


How do people today wait for this same time?


3.  What did Paul hope that Agrippa would become (26:29)?

4.  List the two ways that Paul utilized his Roman citizenship in the passages cited. 


1) Acts 22:23-29:


2) Acts 25:8-12:

5.  Why did Paul warn them to stay in Crete for the winter (27:10)?

6.  What did the sailors do to try and escape from the ship (27:30-32)?


How did the centurion prevent this?

7.  What did they think of Paul when he survived the snakebite (28:6)?

8.  Where did Paul stay and for how long while imprisoned in Rome (28:30)?

9.  Explain how Paul uses Isaiah 6:9-10 in reaction to the Jews that rejected Jesus (Acts 28:25-28).




Key Passage: “For there stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told me. However, we must run aground on a certain island” (Acts 27:23-27, NKJV).
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